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Lessons	Learned/Sage	Advice3	
	
As	a	writer,	public	relations	practitioner,	and	journalist	by	training,	Hospice	Month	is	a	
tough,	frustrating	time.	
	
A	news	release	or	op-ed	column	that	begins:	“November	is	Hospice	Month”	is	NOT	a	lede	
sentence	anyone	should	be	proud	of.	It	says	nothing.	It	does	nothing	to	draw	the	reader	
into	the	news	release	or	article.	Ask	yourself:	Why	should	anyone	(in	the	general	
population)	care?	They	don’t.	They	won’t.	
	
In	fact,	here’s	a	simple	rule	to	follow.	In	anything	you	write	for	publication,	whether	that’s	a	
news	release	or	column	for	a	local	newspaper	or	news	site,	or	your	own	social	media,	if	the	
verb	in	your	lede	sentence	is	“is,”	you	might	as	well	stop	writing.	You	need	an	action	verb.	
	
How	does	that	translate	to	Hospice	Month?	Well,	instead	of	writing	“November	is	Hospice	
Month,”	How	about	“November’s	Hospice	Month	celebrates	providers	like	ABC	hospice,	
which	in	2022	cared	for	more	than	1.7	million	people	in	their	final	hours,	days,	weeks,	and	
months.”	Or	“ABC	Hospice	is	commemorating	National	Hospice	Month	by	launching	a	new	
volunteer-driven	program	to	care	for	the	pets	of	our	hospice	patients	when	those	patients	
are	no	longer	able	to	care	for	their	pets.”	Or	“Anyone	can	contribute	to	the	success	of	
November’s	Hospice	Month	at	ABC	Hospice	by	shopping	at	our	fabulous	thrift	store,	
donating	new	and	gently	used	items	or	learning	about	how	to	become	a	thrift	store	
volunteer.”	
	
As	I’ve	said	before,	if	you	don’t	have	an	experienced	writer	on	staff—and	many	hospices	no	
longer	do—try	to	find	someone	in	your	community	who	can	work	with	your	staffer	tasked	
with	writing	your	releases	and	social	media	posts.	
	
Now	on	to	the	news	from	November	...	
	
November’s News Coverage 
	
NOTEWORTHY	INDIVIDUALS	UNDER	HOSPICE	CARE	(9)	
	
Between	the	usual	and	customary	drop-off	in	all-but-breaking	news	around	the	
Thanksgiving	holiday	and	with	the	proliferation	of	nothingburger	news	releases	and	op-ed	
columns	ostensibly	concerning	Hospice	Month,	November	was	mostly	unexceptional	for	
news	coverage,	Chris.		
	



The	exception,	of	course,	and	it	was	a	hugely	impactful	exception,	was	the	ongoing	
coverage	of	the	hospice	journey	of	Jimmy	Carter	...	and	then	Rosalynn	Carter.	While	I	only	
ran	9	distinct	articles	and	columns	in	Hospice	News	Today,	there	were	many	more	general	
news	updates	on	the	Carters,	particularly	when	it	was	announced	that	Rosalynn,	too,	had	
been	admitted	to	hospice.	Each	of	these	articles	ran	in	scores,	if	not	hundreds	of	news	
sources.	Like	I	said,	the	impact	and	exposure	were	huge.	
	
	
Top 10 
	
But	in	terms	of	the	TOP	10	stories	of	the	month,	the	list	evolved	a	little	from	previous	
months,	but	was	largely	what	you	would	expect:		
	

1. Long-Term	Care	&	Assisted	Living	&	Senior	Living	News	(55)	
2. M&A	News	(42)	
3. Hospice	Provider	News	(36)	
4. Hospice	News	(36)	
5. End-Of-Life	Care/Palliative	Care	News	(36)	
6. Hospital	News	(26)	
7. Labor	&	Employment	News	(25)	
8. We	Honor	Veterans	And	Veterans	Program	News	(23)	
9. For-Profit	Provider	News	(22)	
10. Fundraising	&	Development	News	(21)	

	
1	LONG-TERM	CARE	&	ASSISTED	LIVING	&	SENIOR	LIVING	NEWS	(55)	
	
I	ran	55	articles	about	long	term	care,	nursing	homes,	senior	living,	and	assisted	living	in	
November	in	Hospice	News.	A	decline	from	previous	months,	which	reflects	the	lost	week	
of	coverage	due	to	Thanksgiving.	
	
The	“unfunded	mandate”	of	the	proposed	minimum	staffing	requirements	from	CMS	
dominated	the	coverage,	specifically	pushback	from	nursing	homes,	trade	associations	and	
politicians.	A	typical	headline:	“Staffing	mandate	would	smother	nursing	homes.”	Those	
stories	were	juxtaposed	with	a	number	of	articles	about	substandard	care	in	nursing	
homes—although	few	articles	on	either	of	those	issues	tied	the	two	together.	And	on	
another	related	note,	we	continued	to	see	coverage	of	individual	nursing	home	closures.	
And	a	growing	awareness	of	the	ever-expanding	nursing	homes	desserts	across	rural	
America.	
	
	
2	M&A	NEWS	(42)	
	
There	were	42	articles	on	mergers	and	acquisitions—all	across	the	continuum.	In	the	
hospice	sector,	these	were	mostly	one-off	acquisitions	by	for-profit	providers,	although	the	
biggest	news	was	probably	generated	by	the	pending	combination	of	By	the	Bay	Health	and	



Mission	Hospice	in	California,	which	then	added	Hope	Hospice	in	the	Bay	area	to	the	mix	in	
an	article	that	ran	in	Hospice	News	Today	on	December	1.	
	
3	HOSPICE	PROVIDER	NEWS	(36)	
	
Hospice	providers	generated	36	articles	in	November	in	Hospice	News	Today.	As	in	recent	
months,	the	greatest	number	of	articles	concerned	the	opening,	re-opening,	closing,	and	
renovation	of	hospice	inpatient	units.	A	subset	of	that	were	articles	about	the	opening	of	
several	comfort	houses	not	tied	to	any	specific	hospice	provider.	And	two	not-for-profit	
hospices	in	Virginia	either	rebranded	or	refreshed	their	brands	in	November,	making	that	
four	or	five,	I	believe,	that	have	done	so	in	the	last	year	or	two.	Virginia	has	become	an	
interesting	market	to	keep	an	eye	on.	
	
4	HOSPICE	NEWS	(36)	
	
General	Hospice	News	also	saw	36	articles	in	Hospice	News	Today	last	month.	The	most	
significant	news,	from	a	public	policy	standpoint,	was	the	announcement	early	in	the	
month	that	Oregon	Democratic	Congressman	Earl	Blumenauer,	one	of	hospice’s	most	
consistent	champions	in	Congress	over	more	than	2	decades,	would	not	seek	re-election	in	
2024.	Regardless	of	your	personal	politics,	if	you	care	about	hospice,	you’ll	agree	that	
Representative	Blumenauer	will	be	missed.	And	it’s	worth	noting	that,	in	recent	years,	
Congressman	Blumenauer	has	worked	closely	on	hospice	legislation	with	a	Texas	
Republican,	Beth	Van	Duyne	(Dunn)—proving	that	hospice,	after	more	than	40	years	on	
Capitol	Hill,	can	still	generate	bipartisan	cooperation	and	support.	
	
Updates	on	the	pending	merger	of	NHPCO	and	NAHC	scored	several	articles	in	November.	
	
Keep	in	mind	that	I	don’t	run	your	standard	Hospice	Month	news	releases	and	op-eds	in	
Hospice	News	Today,	given	that	they’re	almost	entirely	Hospice	101	items.	So	those	hits	
are	not	counted	either	in	the	General	Hospice	News	or	Hospice	provider	counts.	
	
	
5	END-OF-LIFE	CARE/PALLIATIVE	CARE	NEWS	(36)	
	
End-of-Life	Care	and	Palliative	Care	also	generated	36	articles	in	Hospice	News	Today	last	
month.	This	category	included	a	couple	of	substantive	articles	about	how	to	have	advanced	
care	planning	conversations,	which	obviously	are	usually	generated	by	Hospice	Month.	A	
couple	of	research	studies	on	palliative	care	earned	coverage	by	trade	publications,	which	
is	always	nice	to	see.	And	death	doulas	continued	to	earn	coverage	in	local	markets.	And,	in	
seems	to	be	an	every-other-month	phenomenon,	the	death	doula	coverage	this	month	
didn’t	take	any	gratuitous	shots	as	hospice	care.	
	
	
6	HOSPITAL	NEWS	(26)	
	



Hospital	News	tied	with	Hospice	News	and	End-of-Life	Care	news	with	36	articles	in	
November.	It	almost	seems	like	the	hospital	sector	has	decided	to	go	toe-to-toe	with	
nursing	homes	to	see	which	sector	can	generate	more	negative	coverage	in	a	given	month.	
This	month’s	hospital	news	was	about	layoffs,	buyouts	and	consolidation	of	executive	
positions,	as	well	as	continued	losses	by	providers	large	and	small.	It,	of	course,	wouldn’t	
be	a	month	of	hospital	news	if	somebody	wasn’t	investigating	one	of	the	large	hospital	
systems	in	your	neck	of	the	woods,	Chris.	In	this	case	it	was	the	Tennessee	Attorney	
General	going	after	Ballad	Health	which	serves	the	Appalachian	regions	of	North	Carolina,	
Virginia,	Kentucky,	and	Tennessee.	
	
7	LABOR	&	EMPLOYMENT	NEWS	(25)	
	
There	was	a	significant	drop-off	in	coverage	of	Labor	and	Employment	news	in	November,	
placing	seventh	with	a	relatively	light	25	articles.	News	about	strikes	far	outpaced	news	of	
new	union	organizing	efforts.	But	there	were	a	lot	of	strikes	in	the	news	in	November.	And	
this	headline	demonstrates	why	even	healthcare	executives	in	right-to-work	ought	to	be	
scanning	Labor	and	Employment	news:	Labor	Department	targets	facilities	in	Southeast	for	
wage	violations.	
	
	
8	WE	HONOR	VETERANS	AND	VETERANS	PROGRAM	NEWS	(23)	
	
It	being	November,	there	were	23	articles	about	veterans	in	hospice	care	in	November.	
Most	of	the	coverage	involved	pinning	ceremonies	under	the	auspices	of	We	Honor	
Veterans.	My	editorial	guideline	for	Hospice	News	Today	is	simple:	If	a	provider	pins	a	
veteran,	if	the	provider	is	a	hospice,	and	if	there’s	a	news	article—I’ll	run	it	in	Hospice	
News	Today.	But,	while	23	articles	are	nice,	for	a	month	with	Veterans	Day	it	feels	a	bit	
light.	
	
	
9	FOR-PROFIT	PROVIDER	NEWS	(22)	
	
For-Profits	generated	22	articles	last	month.	The	vast	majority	of	that	coverage	involved	
the	quarterly	earnings	releases	from	publicly	traded	companies	and	the	subsequent	
conference	calls	they	conduct	with	financial	analysts.	
	
10	FUNDRAISING	&	DEVELOPMENT	NEWS	(21)	
	
And	counter	to	that	focus	on	for-profits,	the	10th-place	category	in	November	with	21	
articles	was	Fundraising	and	Development	News.	It	was	your	typical	assemblage	of	news	
about	grants	received	and	events	held.	One	provider,	Haven	Hospice,	used	Hospice	Month	
as	the	news	peg	on	which	to	hang	a	general	article	about	how	shopping	at,	donating	to	or	
volunteering	for	their	thrift	stores	is	a	great	way	to	give	back	and	support	the	local	quality	
of	life.	An	innovative	approach.	There	was	also	a	small	not-for-profit	in	hospice	which	took	
advantage	of	Giving	Tuesday	to	give	away	coffee	and	donuts	to	anyone	who	came	by	as	a	



way	to	say	thanks	for	support	of	a	recent	capital	campaign.	Kudos	to	those	who	look	for	
out-of-the-ordinary	ways	to	promote	local	giving.	
	
	
Honorable Mention 
	
My	honorable	mentions	with	not	quite	enough	oomph	to	make	the	Top	Ten	included:		
PHYSICIAN	&	NURSING	NEWS	(17)	
HOME	HEALTH	&	PRIVATE	DUTY	NEWS	(17)	
PHYSICIAN	ASSISTED	SUICIDE/MEDICAL	AID	IN	DYING	NEWS	(14)	
MEDICARE	&	MEDICAID	NEWS	(13)	
PHARMACY	&	MEDICATION	NEWS	(13)	
GRIEF	&	BEREAVEMENT	NEWS	(12)	
	
The	most	notable	category	here,	I	think,	is	Pharmacy	and	Medication	News.	For	2	reasons.	
First,	the	growing	coverage	of	psychedelics.	The	more	coverage	psychedelics	get,	the	more	
likely	your	admissions	nurses,	care	teams,	physician	leaders	will	be	asked	about	this.	Best	
to	be	prepared	with	a	statement	before	the	question	is	asked.	And	the	second	reason	is	the	
continuing	focus	on	pharmacy	desserts	across	broad	swaths	of	rural	America.	If	I	were	a	
provider,	I’d	be	engaging	with	my	PBM	now	to	see	how	they	are	adapting	to	this	issue.	
	
Also	notable	is	the	relative	lack	of	coverage	of	the	home	health	and	related	sectors.	
	
	
	
Worth Mentioning 
	
Finally,	Chris,	also	worth	noting	are	a	couple	of	categories	that	saw	little	coverage	in	
November.	
	
We’re	into	the	Holiday	season,	yet	I	ran	only	9	articles	about	wish	and	dream	fulfillment.	
On	the	positive	side	of	sparse	coverage,	I	ran	only	6	articles	about	fraud	and	abuse—the	
second	month	where	that	number	was	comparatively	low.	Believe	it	or	not,	I	only	ran	3	
articles	about	Medical	Marijuana,	which	reflects	that	legislative	work	in	the	states	is	mostly	
shut	down	for	the	year.	Thanks	in	part	to	the	work	that	Rosalynn	Carter	did	in	the	last	
decade	or	so	on	caregivers,	there	were	a	relatively	large	number	of	articles	on	caregiver	
burdens—9.	The	best	headline	of	that	bunch:	Caring	for	aging	parents	doesn't	have	to	be	
this	hard.	And,	as	per	usual,	while	there	were	only	a	handful—5—articles	on	governance,	
transparency,	not-for-profit	status,	charity	care,	and	executive	compensation,	they	weren’t	
good	news	for	the	not-for-profit	sector.	The	most	damning	headline:	As	hospital	expenses	
rise,	charity	care	spending	falls.	When	your	charity	care	is	about	1	percent	of	your	budget,	
and	when	hospitals	are	being	attacked	because	their	charity	care	spending	has	fallen	to	
about	one	percent,	hospices	need	to	think	twice	about	centering	their	mission-fulfillment	
messaging	on	“charity	care.”	



	
That’s	my	take	on	November,	Chris.	What	was	yours	...	
	
WISH	&	DREAM	FULFILLMENT	NEWS	(9)	
CAREGIVER	NEWS	(9)	
FRAUD	&	ABUSE	NEWS	(6)	
GOVERNANCE/TRANSPARENCY/NON-PROFIT	STATUS/EXEC	COMP	NEWS	(5)	
MEDICAL	MARIJUANA	NEWS	(3)	
	
	
	
	
LONG-TERM	CARE	&	ASSISTED	LIVING	&	SENIOR	LIVING	NEWS	(55)	
M&A	NEWS	(42)	
HOSPICE	PROVIDER	NEWS	(36)	
HOSPICE	NEWS	(36)	
END-OF-LIFE	CARE/PALLIATIVE	CARE	NEWS	(36)	
HOSPITAL	NEWS	(26)	
LABOR	&	EMPLOYMENT	NEWS	(25)	
WE	HONOR	VETERANS	AND	VETERANS	PROGRAM	NEWS	(23)	
FOR-PROFIT	PROVIDER	NEWS	(22)	
FUNDRAISING	&	DEVELOPMENT	NEWS	(21)	
PHYSICIAN	&	NURSING	NEWS	(17)	
HOME	HEALTH	&	PRIVATE	DUTY	NEWS	(17)	
PHYSICIAN	ASSISTED	SUICIDE/MEDICAL	AID	IN	DYING	NEWS	(14)	
MEDICARE	&	MEDICAID	NEWS	(13)	
PHARMACY	&	MEDICATION	NEWS	(13)	
GRIEF	&	BEREAVEMENT	NEWS	(12)	
NOTEWORTHY	INDIVIDUALS	UNDER	HOSPICE	CARE	(9)	
WISH	&	DREAM	FULFILLMENT	NEWS	(9)	
CAREGIVER	NEWS	(9)	
SCHIAVO-LIKE	CASES	NEWS	(6)	
FRAUD	&	ABUSE	NEWS	(6)	
GOVERNANCE/TRANSPARENCY/NON-PROFIT	STATUS/EXEC	COMP	NEWS	(5)	
HOSPICE	ON	THE	AIR	(5)	
VOLUNTEER	NEWS	(5)	
ELDER	CARE	AND	AGING	NEWS	(5)	
IT,	CYBERATTACK	&	RANSOMWARE	NEWS	(5)	
PACE	NEWS	(4)	
MEDICAL	MARIJUANA	NEWS	(3)	



HIPAA	&	EHR	NEWS	(3)	
CORONAVIRUS	NEWS	(3)	
DEMENTIA	CARE	NEWS	(3)	
DIVERSITY,	EQUITY,	INCLUSION	NEWS	(2)	
VENTURE	CAPITAL	&	PRIVATE	EQUITY	NEWS	(2)	
LIFE	EXPECTANCY	NEWS	(2)	
ADVANCE	CARE	PLANNING	NEWS	(2)	
PAIN	MANAGEMENT	NEWS	(2)	
SPIRITUAL	CARE	NEWS	(1)	
ART	THERAPY	NEWS	(1)	
DEATH	POSITIVE	MOVEMENT	NEWS	(1)	
ORGAN	DONATION	NEWS	(1)	
HOSPICE	NEWS—INTERNATIONAL	(1)	
CERTIFICATE	OF	NEED	NEWS	(1)	
VIRTUAL	REALITY	NEWS	(1)	
TELEHEALTH	NEWS	(1)	
MISC.	HEALTHCARE	BUSINESS	NEWS	(1)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
HOSPICE	PROVIDER	NEWS	(36)	
Hiland	Cottage	needs	to	remain	open	
Boone	Health	closes	its	home	care,	hospice	services	
After	25	years,	KBR	Hospice	Home	to	receive	upgrades	as	they	continue	to	offer	
personal	patient	care	
Horizon	Hospice	offers	helping	hand	for	elderly	and	grieving	
Foundation	to	build	new	Hospice	House	
OC’s	The	Heavenly	Home	embraces	hospice	patients	
Bending	the	Health	Care	Curve	
Hospice	of	Washington	County	brings	advanced	skills	laboratory	to	Hagerstown	
New	affiliation	expected	to	strengthen	Blue	Ridge	Hospice	
Faith	Hospice	hires	Kimberly	Holton	as	new	executive	director	
Blue	Ridge	Hospice	Names	Altonia	Garrett,	MBA,	MHA,	RN,	Chief	Operating	Officer	
Hospice	of	the	Eastern	U.P.	speaks	out	against	rumors	of	services	shutting	down	
Hospice	of	the	Chesapeake	announces	the	resignation	of	President	and	CEO	Mike	
Brady	
Agrace—Earns	Palliative/Hospice	Heart	Failure	certification	from	the	American	
Heart	Association	
Cape	Fear	Valley	Health	opens	new	hospice	care	facility	
End-of-life	refuge	is	coming	

https://www.petoskeynews.com/story/opinion/letters/2023/10/31/letters-to-the-editor-hiland-cottage-needs-to-remain-open/71379891007/
https://www.komu.com/news/midmissourinews/boone-health-closes-its-home-care-hospice-services/article_7f706b22-799b-11ee-8166-c71f6dec57d1.html
https://wschronicle.com/kbr-hospice-home-to-receive-upgrades-as-they-continue-to-offer-personal-patient-care/
https://wschronicle.com/kbr-hospice-home-to-receive-upgrades-as-they-continue-to-offer-personal-patient-care/
https://elkodaily.com/news/local/business/health-care/horizon-hospice-offers-helping-hand-for-elderly-and-grieving/article_f25db7ec-739d-11ee-a954-9ba14d20beea.html
https://www.gillettenewsrecord.com/news/local/article_12164415-beb8-54b0-a795-69f6edfc4fe5.html
https://www.ocregister.com/2023/11/04/ocs-the-heavenly-home-embraces-hospice-patients/
https://www.tallahasseemagazine.com/bending-the-health-care-curve/
https://www.heraldmailmedia.com/story/sponsor-story/hospice-of-washington-county/2023/10/05/hospice-of-washington-county-brings-advanced-skills-laboratory-to-hagerstown/71047739007/?mvt=i&mvn=3a5f50d24bd94ae0aa2a478be2121f2d&mvp=NA-GANNLOCASITEMANA-11238693&mvl=Key-tangent-tile%20%5BTangent%20Desktop%20Tile%5D&utm_campaign=4a75f7c291a343e4bb0bc042d7988ad9&utm_source=polar&utm_medium=cpc
https://www.winchesterstar.com/winchester_star/new-affiliation-expected-to-strengthen-blue-ridge-hospice/article_a18036d3-f02b-558b-86cc-9cd5b43f6831.html
https://www.wktvjournal.org/?side-posts=faith-hospice-hires-kimberly-holton-as-new-executive-director
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/blue-ridge-hospice-names-altonia-garrett-mba-mha-rn-chief-operating-officer-301979659.html
https://www.9and10news.com/2023/11/07/hospice-of-the-eastern-up-speaks-out-against-rumors-of-services-shutting-down/
https://annearundel.patch.com/g/pasadena-md/post/224087/hospice-chesapeake-announces-resignation-president-and-ceo-mike-brady
https://annearundel.patch.com/g/pasadena-md/post/224087/hospice-chesapeake-announces-resignation-president-and-ceo-mike-brady
https://www.wisbusiness.com/2023/agrace-earns-palliative-hospice-heart-failure-certification-from-the-american-heart-association/
https://www.wisbusiness.com/2023/agrace-earns-palliative-hospice-heart-failure-certification-from-the-american-heart-association/
https://bizfayetteville.com/health-care/2023/11/9/cape-fear-valley-health-opens-new-hospice-care-facility/2413
https://madison.com/end-of-life-refuge-is-coming/article_65ffdeb9-7971-5764-921a-ee9d89d71c84.html


Blue	Ridge	Hospice	Unveils	Refreshed	Brand	
Care	Dimensions	Aide	Honored	with	National	Compassionate	Caregivers	of	the	
Year®	Award	
End-of-life	care	provider	opens	eight	bedroom	facility	in	central	Pa.	
Newly-renovated	Ballad	Health	Hospice	House	includes	array	of	memory-inspiring	
artwork	
Hospice	of	WF	declares	inpatient	center	out	of	commission	
A	Fayetteville	hospice	house	for	Cape	Fear	Valley	Health;	first	in	nearly	a	decade	
Mercy	House	of	Chambersburg	Open	to	Admit	Patients	
Man	reunites	with	staff	at	Hospice	of	Western	Reserve	who	cared	for	his	wife	
Delaware	Hospice	achieves	national	recognition	through	‘Quality	Connections’	
program	
Audit	Affirms	Chapters	Health	System	HITRUST	Risk-based,	Two-year	Certification	to	
Manage	Risk,	Improve	Security	Posture	and	Meet	Compliance	Requirements	
Hospice	of	Rockingham	County	Announces	New	Name—Ancora	Compassionate	Care	
Androscoggin	Home	Healthcare	+	Hospice	celebrates	AndroGives	success,	donates	
$2,597	to	Honor	Flight	Maine	
MMCBD	Unveils	New	Hospice,	Respite	Service	At	Hillside	Manor	
Hospice	facility	in	Calvert	reopens	
Hampton	Roads’	first	freestanding	hospice	house	to	open	in	Virginia	Beach	next	year	
A	Complete	Makeover	for	Hospice	of	the	Calumet	Area’s	William	J.	Riley	Memorial	
Residence	
They’re	dying	and	have	nowhere	to	go.	Hildegard	House	helps	them	die	with	dignity.	
Hospice	of	the	Sacred	Heart	delivered	Thanksgiving	dinners	
VIA	Health	CEO—Hospices	Must	Prep	for	Value-Based	Care	in	2024	
Home	Health	&	Hospice	expansion	project	celebrated	
	
	
	
HOSPICE	NEWS	(36)	
As	Hospices	Privatize,	Bay	Area	Workers	Want	a	Union	
Oregon	US	Rep.	Earl	Blumenauer	will	not	seek	reelection	
NHPCO	Recognizes	National	Hospice	and	Palliative	Care	Month	
CMS	Finalizes	Hospice	Special	Focus	Program,	36-Month	Rule	
Home	hospice	‘offers	a	better	care	experience’	than	other	hospice	settings,	report	
reveals	
CMS’	message	to	home	health,	hospice	providers—Denied	
Attorney—CMS’	decision	to	finalize	36-month	rule	for	hospices	‘somewhat	
disappointing’	
Transparency	Essential	to	Hospice	Compliance	in	2024	
Madisonville	woman	charged	with	forgery	of	over	$20K	from	local	hospice	facility	
Rep.	Earl	Blumenauer,	a	Champion	for	Hospice,	Will	Not	Seek	Re-Election	
To	people	who	work	in	hospice	care.	
Carolina	Caring	encourages	ringing	of	church	bells	
CMS—Concurrent	Hospice	Care	Improves	Quality,	Reduces	Costs	

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/blue-ridge-hospice-unveils-refreshed-brand-301984252.html#:~:text=The%20organization%27s%20new%20look%20has,which%20launched%20earlier%20in%202023.
https://www.pennlive.com/health/2023/11/end-of-life-care-provider-opens-eight-bedroom-facility-in-central-pa.html
https://www.wjhl.com/news/local/newly-renovated-ballad-health-hospice-house-includes-array-of-memory-inspiring-artwork/
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https://www.newschannel6now.com/2023/11/14/hospice-wf-declares-inpatient-center-out-commission/
https://www.fayobserver.com/story/news/columns/2023/11/14/dying-with-dignity-a-blessing-ceremony-for-fayetteville-hospice-house/71518032007/
https://localnews1.org/2023/11/16/mercy-house-of-chambersburg-open-to-admit-patients/
https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/community/heartstrings/man-honors-staff-hospice-of-western-reserve-who-cared-for-sick-wife/95-5337ee12-f8c7-402f-94bd-5fa847d57d26
https://baytobaynews.com/stories/delaware-hospice-achieves-national-recognition-through-quality-connections-program,121771
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https://www.prweb.com/releases/audit-affirms-chapters-health-system-hitrust-risk-based-two-year-certification-to-manage-risk-improve-security-posture-and-meet-compliance-requirements-301990967.html#:~:text=The%20HITRUST%20risk%2Dbased%2C%20two,requirements%20and%20appropriately%20manage%20risk.
https://www.prweb.com/releases/audit-affirms-chapters-health-system-hitrust-risk-based-two-year-certification-to-manage-risk-improve-security-posture-and-meet-compliance-requirements-301990967.html#:~:text=The%20HITRUST%20risk%2Dbased%2C%20two,requirements%20and%20appropriately%20manage%20risk.
https://greensboro.com/news/hospice-of-rockingham-county-announces-new-name-ancora-compassionate-care/article_f0819036-8619-11ee-8282-1be7378d2a5f.html
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2023/11/18/bdn-maine/androscoggin-home-healthcare-hospice-celebrates-androgives-success-donates-2597-to-honor-flight-maine/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2023/11/18/bdn-maine/androscoggin-home-healthcare-hospice-celebrates-androgives-success-donates-2597-to-honor-flight-maine/
https://dailydodge.com/mmcbd-unveils-new-hospice-respite-service-at-hillside-manor/
https://www.somdnews.com/recorder/news/local/hospice-facility-in-calvert-reopens/article_11188286-858f-11ee-b6aa-672d6e15f4ef.html
https://www.pilotonline.com/2023/11/20/hampton-roads-virginia-beach-hospice-house-2024/
https://valpo.life/article/a-complete-makeover-for-hospice-of-the-calumet-areas-william-j-riley-memorial-residence/
https://valpo.life/article/a-complete-makeover-for-hospice-of-the-calumet-areas-william-j-riley-memorial-residence/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/opinion/2023/11/21/homeless-hospice-dying-baby-boomers/70980901007/
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/hospice-of-the-sacred-heart-delivered-thanksgiving-dinners/
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/27/via-health-ceo-hospices-must-prep-for-value-based-care-in-2024/
https://www.unionleader.com/news/health/home-health-hospice-expansion-project-celebrated/article_a75968ff-4263-5956-bbfb-40bba733f8ae.html?block_id=849466
https://capitalandmain.com/as-hospices-privatize-bay-area-workers-want-a-union
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/10/30/oregon-us-rep-earl-blumenauer-will-not-seek-reelection-congress/
https://www.nhpco.org/nhpco-recognizes-national-hospice-and-palliative-care-month-2/
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/01/cms-finalizes-hospice-special-focus-program-36-month-rule/?euid=213c4e94ff&utm_source=hspn-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=a0d94985f2&mc_cid=a0d94985f2&mc_eid=213c4e94ff
https://www.mcknightshomecare.com/home-hospice-offers-a-better-care-experience-than-other-hospice-settings-report-reveals/
https://www.mcknightshomecare.com/home-hospice-offers-a-better-care-experience-than-other-hospice-settings-report-reveals/
https://www.mcknightshomecare.com/cms-message-to-home-health-hospice-providers-denied/
https://www.mcknightshomecare.com/attorney-cms-decision-to-finalize-36-month-rule-for-hospices-somewhat-disappointing/
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https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/02/transparency-essential-to-hospice-compliance-in-2024/
https://theeagle.com/news/local/crime-courts/madisonville-woman-charged-with-forgery-of-over-20k-from-local-hospice-facility/article_975d46d8-799b-11ee-a00e-2b30fb93401a.html
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/03/rep-earl-blumenauer-a-champion-for-hospice-will-not-seek-re-election/
https://www.albertleatribune.com/2023/11/editorial-tribune-thumbs-432/
https://www.salisburypost.com/2023/11/05/carolina-caring-encourages-ringing-of-church-bells/
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/07/cms-concurrent-hospice-care-improves-quality-reduces-costs/


I	Was	a	Prison	Hospice	Worker	During	the	Pandemic	
Senate	Bill	Would	Reallocate	Nearly	$1B	in	Hospice	Funding	to	Pharmacy,	Behavioral	
Health	Programs	
Woman	pleads	to	pretending	to	be	a	licensed	nurse	
Cassidy,	Rosen	Introduce	Bill	to	Lower	Costs	for	Caregivers	
Chicago	Tribune	Names	Unity	Hospice	and	Palliative	Care	a	Winner	of	the	
Chicagoland	Top	Workplaces	2023	Award	
Hospice	Industry	Groups	Lobbying	Congress	to	Change	CMS’	Special	Focus	Program	
NPHI	Expands	its	Membership	by	Welcoming	Hospice	&	Palliative	Care	Association	of	
New	York	State	
NAHC	Thanks	Rep.	Earl	Blumenauer	for	Years	of	Strong	Advocacy	
Former	nurse	sentenced	to	4	years	after	diverting	drugs	from	patient	
The	National	Coalition	for	Hospice	and	Palliative	Care	Establishes	a	Pediatric	
Division	
Compassus	named	one	of	America’s	Greatest	Workplaces	for	Parents	and	Families	
NAHC	and	NHPCO	advance	merger	plans,	launch	leadership	search	
Program	Integrity,	Health	Equity,	Workforce	Pressures	Top	of	Mind	for	Hospice	
Leaders	in	2024	
A	visit	with	my	late	mother’s	nurse,	and	a	lesson	on	what	you	should	know	about	
hospice	care	
Untangling	the	Hospice	GIP	Conundrum	
New	book	“Surviving	Hospice”	by	Maryclaire	Torinus	is	released,	an	informative	
examination	of	the	hospice	industry	that	combines	personal	experience	and	
empirical	data	
NAHC,	NHPCO	Merger	Remains	On	‘Aggressive	Timeline’	
A	Silent	Epidemic—Domestic	Violence,	Trauma	Among	Hospice	Patients,	Staff	
Pa.	Homecare	Association	names	interim	CEO	
Hospices	can’t	handle	the	growing	number	of	patients	who	need	wound	
care	
Reducing	the	Administrative	Burden—A	Win-Win	for	Hospice	Care	
Achieving	Person-Centered	Care	in	Hospice—Keys	and	Best	Practices	
Chris	Comeaux,	nationally	recognized	Hospice	leader,	announces	the	release	of	first	
leadership	book.	
A	Broward	hospice	nurse	stole	from	a	widow-to-be.	She’s	living	and	licensed	in	New	
York	
	
	
	
DIVERSITY,	EQUITY,	INCLUSION	NEWS	(2)	
Diane	Deese—The	Importance	of	Hospice	Care	in	Underserved	Communities	
Anti-’woke’	backlash	forces	health	industry	to	adapt	DEI	efforts	
	
	
	
CORONAVIRUS	NEWS	(3)	

https://prisonjournalismproject.org/2023/11/07/i-was-prison-hospice-worker-during-pandemic/
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/08/senate-bill-would-reallocate-nearly-1b-in-hospice-funding-to-pharmacy-behavioral-health-programs/
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https://www.woodtv.com/news/allegan-county/woman-pleads-to-pretending-to-be-a-licensed-nurse/
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https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/667244269/chicago-tribune-names-unity-hospice-and-palliative-care-a-winner-of-the-chicagoland-top-workplaces-2023-award
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/10/hospice-industry-groups-lobbying-congress-to-change-cms-special-focus-program/
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https://nahc.org/nahc-thanks-rep-earl-blumenauer-for-years-of-strong-advocacy/
https://www.fox44news.com/news/local-news/bosque-county/former-nurse-sentenced-to-4-years-after-diverting-drugs-from-patient/
https://www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/the-national-coalition-for-hospice-and-palliative-care-establishes-a-pediatric-division/
https://www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/the-national-coalition-for-hospice-and-palliative-care-establishes-a-pediatric-division/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/compassus-named-one-of-americas-greatest-workplaces-for-parents-and-families-301988697.html
https://www.mcknightshomecare.com/nahc-and-nhpco-advance-merger-plans-launch-leadership-search/
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/17/program-integrity-health-equity-workforce-pressures-top-of-mind-for-hospice-leaders-in-2024/
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/17/program-integrity-health-equity-workforce-pressures-top-of-mind-for-hospice-leaders-in-2024/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-11-18/column-a-visit-with-my-late-mothers-nurse-and-a-lesson-on-what-you-should-know-about-hospice-care
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-11-18/column-a-visit-with-my-late-mothers-nurse-and-a-lesson-on-what-you-should-know-about-hospice-care
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/20/untangling-the-hospice-gip-conundrum/
https://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/news/getnews/new-book-surviving-hospice-by-maryclaire-torinus-is-released-an-informative-examination-of-the-hospice-industry-that-combines-personal-experience-and-empirical-data
https://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/news/getnews/new-book-surviving-hospice-by-maryclaire-torinus-is-released-an-informative-examination-of-the-hospice-industry-that-combines-personal-experience-and-empirical-data
https://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/news/getnews/new-book-surviving-hospice-by-maryclaire-torinus-is-released-an-informative-examination-of-the-hospice-industry-that-combines-personal-experience-and-empirical-data
https://homehealthcarenews.com/2023/11/nahc-nhpco-merger-remains-on-aggressive-timeline/
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/22/a-silent-epidemic-domestic-violence-trauma-among-hospice-patients-staff/
https://lvb.com/pa-homecare-association-names-interim-ceo/
https://www.statnews.com/2023/11/24/wound-care-diabetes-hospice-patients-pain/
https://www.statnews.com/2023/11/24/wound-care-diabetes-hospice-patients-pain/
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/27/reducing-the-administrative-burden-a-win-win-for-hospice-care/
https://hospicenews.com/2023/11/27/achieving-person-centered-care-in-hospice-keys-and-best-practices/
https://www.teleioscn.org/tcn-news/chris-comeaux-nationally-recognized-hospice-leader-announces-the-release-of-first-leadership-book?hs_preview=hkBnXqPu-147840466036
https://www.teleioscn.org/tcn-news/chris-comeaux-nationally-recognized-hospice-leader-announces-the-release-of-first-leadership-book?hs_preview=hkBnXqPu-147840466036
https://www.yahoo.com/news/broward-hospice-nurse-stole-widow-103000179.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/broward-hospice-nurse-stole-widow-103000179.html
https://southfloridahospitalnews.com/diane-deese-the-importance-of-hospice-care-in-underserved-communities/
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/hospital-systems/healthcare-dei-anti-woke-law-ron-desantis-trinity-health?utm_source=modern-healthcare-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20231113&utm_content=hero-readmore


Vaccination	for	senior	living	residents	hindered	by	access	issues,	fatigue,	
misinformation	
Nursing	Homes	Lag	on	Keeping	Residents	Up-to-Date	on	Covid	Shots—No	State	is	
Above	50%	
Long	COVID	Now	Common	in	U.S.	Nursing	Homes	
	
	
	
HOSPICE	ON	THE	AIR	(5)	
2023	Circle	of	Life	Honorees—Leading	the	Way	in	Palliative	and	End-of-Life	Care	
Palliative	expert	Sunita	Puri	explores	the	‘hidden	harms’	of	CPR	
Top	News	Stories	of	The	Month,	October	2023	
Life,	Afterlife,	And	The	In-Between	
What	is	hospice	care?	As	Rosalynn	Carter	starts	hospice,	an	expert	explains	this	type	
of	care	
	
	
	
NOTEWORTHY	INDIVIDUALS	UNDER	HOSPICE	CARE	(9)	
Former	US	first	lady	Rosalynn	Carter,	96,	enters	hospice	care	at	home	
What	is	hospice	care?	As	Rosalynn	Carter	starts	hospice,	an	expert	explains	this	type	
of	care	
Jimmy	Carter	remains	in	hospice	care	after	Rosalynn	Carter’s	death—Explaining	
end-of-life	care	
Rosalynn	Carter’s	impacts	on	hospice	care	in	Savannah	
There	Is	Bravery	in	The	Carters’	Hospice	Announcements	
Carters’	journey	highlights	tough	questions	about	when	to	choose	hospice	
Carters	show	how	hospice	care	works	
Remembering	Rosalynn	Carter—A	Trailblazer	in	Healthcare	Advocacy	
Rosalynn	and	Jimmy	Carter	bring	needed	attention	to	hospice	care—and	questions	
	
	
	
HOSPICE	NEWS—INTERNATIONAL	(1)	
UAE’s	first	community-powered	hospice	to	boost	palliative	care	in	Abu	Dhabi	
	
	
	
WISH	&	DREAM	FULFILLMENT	NEWS	(9)	
Iowa	River	Hospice	arranges	first	meeting	between	sisters	in	three	years	
‘A	marvelous	opportunity’—Community	Nursing	Services	provides	Senior	Wish	to	
patient	
Hospice	patient	gets	one	last	visit	with	her	favorite	animal	
Phoenix	Suns	Gorilla	delights	hospice	patient	
Hospice	patient	in	Steelers	country	thrilled	to	receive	Patrick	Mahomes	gift	package	
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https://www.mcknightsseniorliving.com/home/news/vaccination-for-senior-living-residents-hindered-by-access-issues-fatigue-misinformation/?hmEmail=jML3Gx0YJj0eMMuo6for%2F7e3fxbHH0Hf&sha256email=0ba420b748870fba4a93dbaceb54d8bcbd80e5ada93753bf2b9908215b3ba072
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https://www.teleioscn.org/tcntalkspodcast/top-news-stories-of-the-month-october-2023?utm_campaign=TCN%20Talks&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=281772230&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--yHrz1WtROB2P_MeHn5Ds6XWLWovlbtKeN9kVXg_VKvBZFZqpj4SLsC0kgLKngqoJvwEB3R3uddxURrgNWh8ywix3FxQ&utm_content=281772230&utm_source=hs_email
https://radio.foxnews.com/2023/11/10/life-afterlife-and-the-in-between/
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https://madison.com/opinion/letters/carters-show-how-hospice-care-works----lindsay-huebner/article_6ed60568-888e-11ee-81b8-137e61e9e46f.html
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https://azbigmedia.com/lifestyle/phoenix-suns-gorilla-delights-hospice-patient/
https://www.kansascity.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/for-petes-sake/article281793963.html


Scottsdale-based	Hospice	helps	patient	with	bucket	list	meal	wish	
Visiting	Angels	relieve	Thanksgiving	stress	for	hospice	patients	
Hospice	of	the	Western	Reserve	staff	sees	that	Willoughby	man	makes	it	to	wedding	
Unique	UCLA	Health	end-of-life	care	program	celebrates	5	years—with	plans	for	
expansion	
	
	
	
FUNDRAISING	&	DEVELOPMENT	NEWS	(21)	
Hospice	professionals	should	be	commended	
Rod	‘N’	Reel	Raises	$15,000	For	Calvert	Hospice—Celebrates	Late	Owner’s	Birthday	
United	Way	donations	support	quality	palliative	care	for	families	
Scott’s	House	hospice	receives	$127K	gift	
Mason	Dixon	Region	Antique	Automobile	Club	of	America	Raises	Funds	For	Doey’s	
House	
Cruisers	raise	money	for	Hospice	of	Norhwest	Ohio	
The	Tree	House	Earns	115K	for	Hospice	Care	
Tuftonboro	resident	donates	24	acres	to	hospice	care	facility	
Real	estate	firm	donates	$18,000	to	nonprofits	
Ashland	Eagles	Club	Continues	Support	for	Hospice	of	North	Central	Ohio	
Hickory	Riding	Club	donates	$15,500	to	Carolina	Caring	
Haven	Hospice	asks	residents	for	help;	Non-profit	looking	for	donations,	volunteers	
for	stores.	
HopeWest	Delta	Receives	$2,500	Grant	from	Local	Walmart	Community	Grants	Team	
for	HopeWest	Kids	Grief	Support	
Shopping	local—Thrifting	combines	retail	and	generosity	
Sturgis	Festival	of	Trees	raises	nearly	$39,000	for	hospice	and	Greater	Sturgis	
Foundation	
Gimbel	Foundation	Approves	Grant	for	HNCO	
Power	of	100	Women	River	Falls	donates	$18,650	to	Adoray	Home	Health	&	Hospice	
25	Local	Nonprofits	Receive	$2	Million	To	Improve	Equitable	Access	To	Care	
Local	non-profit	plans	to	‘reverse’	Giving	Tuesday	
Legacy	Awards	More	Than	$160,000	To	Help	Several	Local	Nonprofits	
Community	Foundation	Gives	$500K	in	Grants	to	49	Nonprofits	
	
	
	
M&A	NEWS	(42)	
Option	Care	Health	resets	M&A	strategy	after	failed	Amedisys	bid	
Tabula	Rasa	HealthCare	Stockholders	Approve	Acquisition	by	Nautic	Partners	
ProMedica	exits	senior-care	business	with	sale	of	home	health	and	hospice	division	
Pennant	Acquires	Northern	Texas	and	Southern	Oklahoma	Hospice	Provider	
HCA	violated	terms	of	Mission	purchase	agreement,	North	Carolina	AG	alleges	
County,	Salinas	Valley	Health	present	letter	of	intent	to	take	over	Hazel	Hawkins	
DOJ—Healthcare	competition	warrants	‘scrutiny	and	discussion’	
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Regional	West	Home	Care	and	Hospice	partners	with	Vetter	Senior	Living,	transfers	
services	
Pennant	Group	Acquires	Guardian	Hospice	
Government-owned	hospitals	seek	health	system	partners	
UCHealth,	Parkview	finalize	merger	
Value-Based	Payment	Models	Driving	Nonprofit	Hospice	Affiliations	
CMS	rule	could	trigger	consolidation,	headaches	for	home	healthcare	
The	Ensign	Group	Acquires	Post	Acute	Care	Campus	in	Texas	
Sturgis	Hospital	sold	
Organizations	looking	at	mergers,	affiliations	must	‘get	their	house	in	order’	
Home	care	deals	drop	to	18	in	2023	Q3,	Mertz	Taggart	reports	
Court	approves	sale	of	Iowa	City’s	Mercy	Hospital	to	University	of	Iowa	
Choice	Health	at	Home	Announces	Acquisition	of	Lumicare	Hospice	of	Colorado,	
Texas,	&	Arizona	
Choice	Health	at	Home	Acquires	Lumicare	Hospice	
Home	Health,	Hospice	M&A	Is	Historically	Slow	As	2023	Comes	To	Close	
‘Great	Recalibration’—Nursing	Home	Industry	Can	Expect	To	See	Deals	Increase	in	
2024	
Moravian	Manor	Communities,	Morningstar	Living	affiliate	under	Unitas	
Communities	
Liberty	Hospital	deal	positions	KU	Health	to	compete	in	KC’s	Northland	
How	Quality,	Utilization	Will	Shape	Hospice	M&A	in	2024	
Bennington	nursing	home	to	be	sold	to	company	promising	specialized	care	
Publicly	traded	health	care	company	sells	3	senior	facilities	for	$31M	
Medical	staff,	CT	legislators	rally	for	Prospect	hospitals’	sale	to	Yale	
By	the	Bay	Health	CEO	Skelly	Wingard—The	Case	for	Nonprofit	Hospice	
Consolidation	
Not-for-profit	senior	living	and	care	transitions	set	record	in	2023—Ziegler	
Tenet	to	sell	3	hospitals	to	Novant	for	$2.4	billion	
FTC	will	sue	to	block	John	Muir-Tenet	hospital	deal	
Adventist	Health	cancels	deal	to	save	Madera	Hospital.	Creditors	start	liquidation	
plan	
CMS	rule	could	prompt	private	equity,	REITs	to	sell	nursing	homes	
United	Church	Homes	Expands	Footprint	with	Acquisition	of	Vineyard	on	Catawba,	
Renamed	The	Parkvue	Community	on	Catawba	Island	
‘You	Don’t	Get	A	Second	Chance’—How	To	Navigate	A	Home	Health	Transaction	
County	leaders	accept	letter	of	intent	from	Sr.	Village	potential	buyer	
AG	approves	management	transfer	of	7	ProMedica	SNFs	to	Providence	Group	
Despite	headwinds,	experts	predict	home	care	transactions	to	pick	up	next	year	
UNM	Hospitals	to	acquire	Sandoval	Regional	Jan.	1	
Cigna,	Humana	in	talks	for	merger	this	year—WSJ	
BJC,	Saint	Luke's	of	Kansas	City	merger	to	close	soon	
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FOR-PROFIT	PROVIDER	NEWS	(22)	
Addus	HomeCare	to	Accelerate	Acquisition	Activity	
Stronger	Personal	Care	Hiring	Is	Paying	Dividends	For	Addus	
Graham	Holdings	Company	Reports	Third	Quarter	Earnings	
Humana	credits	CenterWell	for	continued	growth	in	Q3	
Interim	HealthCare	Rises	21	Places	on	the	Franchise	Times	Top	400	
Chemed	Corporation	Announces	the	Retirement	of	David	P.	Williams	
NHC	Reports	Third	Quarter	2023	Earnings	
VITAS	Appoints	Three	New	Executives,	Chemed	CFO	to	Retire	
Chemed	Corporation’s	Board	of	Directors	Authorizes	an	Additional	$300	Million	for	
Stock	Repurchase	
Enhabit	Reports	Third	Quarter	2023	Financial	Results	
Pennant	Reports	Third	Quarter	2023	Results	
Enhabit	Mum	on	Potential	Sale	
Hospice	Deals	Propelling	Growth	for	The	Pennant	Group	
Aveanna	Healthcare’s	‘Strong,	Disciplined’	Hospice	Growth	
Aveanna	Healthcare	Holdings	Announces	Third	Quarter	2023	Financial	Results	
‘Plans	Are	Very	Bullish’	On	Addus’	Value-Based	Care	Proposals,	Leaders	Say	
State	attorney	general,	doctors	and	nurses	criticize	HCA	over	patient	care	at	North	
Carolina’s	Mission	Hospital	
This	Is	Why	I	Am	a	Doctor,	Thank	You,	Emma	June	
St.	Croix	Hospice	Expands	Missouri	Footprint	
Local	hospice	workers	give	boxes	of	food	to	patients	for	Thanksgiving	
Amazon	Once	Inspired	Fear	in	the	Health-Care	Industry.	No	Longer	
UnitedHealth	Group	to	advance	value-based,	home	care	missions	in	2024	
	
	
	
VENTURE	CAPITAL	&	PRIVATE	EQUITY	NEWS	(2)	
Pitchbook	says	private	equity	investments	are	shifting.	Here’s	how.	
Betterleave	to	Expand	to	12	States	Following	$2.4M	Funding	Round	
	
	
	
END-OF-LIFE	CARE/PALLIATIVE	CARE	NEWS	(36)	
COVID’s	Lasting	Effects	on	Palliative	Care	
Breast	Cancer	Patients	Often	Lack	Access	to	Palliative	Care	
Study—New	Palliative	Interventions	Needed	for	Adolescents,	Young	Adults	
‘A	godsend.’	JoCo	widow	didn’t	know	what	a	death	doula	was—until	she	needed	one	
Research	Identifies	the	Most	Essential	Components	of	Palliative	Care	Programs	
As	a	death	doula	and	professor	who	teaches	about	dying,	I	see	a	need	for	more	
conversations	about	death	
Health	Systems	Pursue	Palliative	Care	Skill-Building	Initiatives	
End-of-Life	Doulas	Guide	the	Dying	in	Northeast	Ohio	
Providers	Hit	Obstacles	to	Scaling	Palliative	Care	
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Study—Fusing	palliative	care	into	cancer	surgery	prep	increases	advance	directives	
Earlier	Palliative	Care	Yields	Higher	ROI	
A	Guide	to	Dying—We	Talked	to	3	Death	Doulas	
Providence	Institute	for	Human	Caring	Receives	First	ACP	Innovation	Award	from	
the	Coalition	for	Compassionate	Care	of	California	
End-of-life	digital	tech	tools	must	maintain	‘warm’	touch	to	be	effective,	experts	
stress	
6	Uncomfortable	But	Necessary	Questions	To	Ask	Your	Older	Parents	
End-of-life	conversations	can	be	hard,	but	your	loved	ones	will	thank	you	
Meet	2	of	the	Sonoma	County	women	whose	job	it	is	to	guide	the	dying	
‘This	Is	Different’—Building	a	Sustainable	Palliative	Care	Workforce	
Dynamics	of	Palliative	Care	Delivery	in	a	Potential	Medicare	Benefit	
Center	to	Advance	Palliative	Care	Launches	Expanded	Palliative	Care	Provider	
Directory	
How	to	‘Sell’	Palliative	Care	to	Health	System	Partners	
Telehealth	team	a	viable	option	for	Parkinson’s	patients	who	need	palliative	care	
Palliative,	hospice	care	teams	support	patients	to	enhance	quality	of	life	
Breaking	Down	Costs,	ROIs	of	Hospice-Death	Doula	Partnerships	
Telehealth,	Social	Determinants	Programs	Propel	Pallitus	Health	Partners	to	Double	
Census	Growth	
Building	Mental	Health	Supports	for	Palliative	Care	Teams	
Former	Mercy	Health	CEO—U.S.	Needs	to	Embrace	‘Death	Literacy’	
Everyone	dies.	Talking	about	it	won’t	kill	you.	
Brigham	and	Women’s	Hospital	Develops	Virtual	Reality	Hospice,	Palliative	Training	
Partnership	
U.S.	Patients	Have	Unequal	Access	to	Palliative	Care	
New	Inpatient	Palliative	Care	Program	Launched	at	UConn	John	Dempsey	Hospital	
Telehealth	Improves	Palliative	Care	Access	for	Parkinson	Patients	
This	Hospice	Nurse	Is	Educating	People	About	The	“Actively	Dying”	Phase	Of	Death	
To	Alleviate	People’s	Fears,	And	It’s	Eye-Opening	
Dutch	researchers	explore	patient	profiles	of	those	who	choose	to	stop	eating	and	
drinking	to	hasten	death	
US	life	expectancy	climbs	in	2022	after	COVID	retreat	
How	Providers	Can	Develop	a	Culture	of	Integrative	Palliative	Care	
	
	
	
DEATH	POSITIVE	MOVEMENT	NEWS	(1)	
Philly’s	deathcare	enthusiasts	want	to	bring	back	the	shroud	
	
	
	
ORGAN	DONATION	NEWS	(1)	
Study	reveals	untapped	potential	to	increase	eye	donations	needed	for	sight-
restoring	surgeries	
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LIFE	EXPECTANCY	NEWS	(2)	
The	Death	Rate	for	Babies	in	America	Rose	for	the	First	Time	in	20	Years	
Life	expectancy	for	men	in	U.S.	falls	to	73	years—six	years	less	than	for	women,	per	
study	
	
	
	
DEMENTIA	CARE	NEWS	(3)	
$81	million	national	dementia	care	workforce	study	aims	to	better	coordinate	care	
Enhancing	Dementia	Care	and	Empowering	Caregivers	with	GUIDE	
Many	Americans	with	dementia	can’t	get	the	hospice	care	they	need	
	
	
	
ADVANCE	CARE	PLANNING	NEWS	(2)	
VITAS	CMO	Shega—Younger	Patients	Should	Have	Advance	Care	Plans	
Holidays	may	be	the	ideal	time	to	have	the	‘care’	conversation,	gerontologist	says	
	
	
	
PHYSICIAN	ASSISTED	SUICIDE/MEDICAL	AID	IN	DYING	NEWS	(14)	
Illinois	ACLU	to	propose	legislation	for	medical	aid	in	dying	
Medical-assisted	suicide	endangers	our	most	vulnerable	
Should	anorexia	ever	be	called	‘terminal’?	
'We're	not	ready'—Psychiatrists	clash	as	deadline	for	opening	MAID	for	mental	
illness	looms	
Physician-assisted	deaths	in	Washington	hit	new	high	in	2022	
Dem	State	Senators	introduce	‘Death	with	Dignity’	bills	
Will	terminally	ill	patients	in	Minnesota	be	allowed	to	choose	when	life	ends	
In	the	shadows	of	compassion—The	aid	in	dying	debate	in	California	
Advocates	Push	for	Illinois	Legislation	That	Would	Allow	Terminally	Ill	Adults	to	End	
Their	Own	Lives	With	Medical	Assistance	
‘Death	with	dignity’—Medically	assisted	suicide	may	be	legalized	in	Michigan	
Why	Has	the	Medical	Aid	in	Dying	Act	Never	Been	Brought	to	a	Vote	in	New	York?	
Siena	Poll—New	York	Voters	Support	Medical	Aid	in	Dying	By	Nearly	2-to-1	Margin	
My	husband	wanted	to	die	at	home.	California	denied	him	that	right	
‘Ready	to	go’:	How	one	Boulder	resident	lived,	and	died,	her	way—just	shy	of	her	
100th	birthday	
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The	Potential	of	Psychedelics	in	Bereavement	Care	
Coastal	Hospice	can	help	you	and	your	family	if	a	loved	one	dies	from	an	overdose	
Matthew	Perry	once	said	his	death	would	‘shock’	but	not	‘surprise’	people.	That’s	
how	many	are	feeling.	
Local	Hospice	to	launch	nonprofit	grief	and	healing	center	for	children	
The	Woman’s	Hospital	of	Texas	partners	with	nonprofit	on	new	care	room	for	
grieving	parents	
Pikes	Peak	Hospice	Foundation	hosts	the	39th	annual	Tree	Lighting	ceremony	to	
honor	veterans,	lost	family	members	
His	wife	was	hit	by	a	falling	tree.	Along	with	grief	came	anger,	bewilderment.	
The	Empty	Seat	at	Our	Thanksgiving	Table	
Branching	out	beyond	hospice—End	of	Life	Coalition	encompasses	grief	and	healing	
Seattle-area	grief	groups	bring	mourning	into	the	light	
It’s	OK	to	Never	‘Get	Over’	Your	Grief	
After	a	lifetime	together,	surviving	spouses	can	be	vulnerable	in	grief	
	
	
	
SPIRITUAL	CARE	NEWS	(1)	
Fairview	layoffs	include	significant	cut	to	chaplain	program	
	
	
	
WE	HONOR	VETERANS	AND	VETERANS	PROGRAM	NEWS	(23)	
Honor	in	every	farewell—the	need	for	veteran	hospice	care	solutions	
Hospice	East	hosts	early	Veterans	Day	lunch	
Veterans	take	‘virtual	Honor	Flight’	trips	with	VR	tech	
Hospice	of	Siouxland	held	pinning	ceremony	for	veterans	
Veterans	at	End-of-Life	to	Receive	Crossroads	Challenge	Coin	
VNA	Hospice	NWI	Lake	County	Stand	Down	2023	
Honoring	Our	Nations	Veterans—New	Veterans	Resources	Guide	Unveiled	to	Unlock	
Vital	Benefits	to	Support	Our	Heroes	at	Life’s	End.	
Hospice	Patient	Honored	With	Veteran	Pinning	Ceremony	
Hospice	volunteers	honor	veterans	and	celebrate	their	service	
Roseburg	VA	opens	new	long-term	care	facility,	hospice	care	
Dayton	VA	Medical	Center	Opens	New	Facility	Caring	for	Veterans	as	They	Near	the	
End	of	Their	Journey	
One	last	salute	
World	War	II	Veteran	and	Hospice	Care	Patient	Presented	with	Quilt	of	Valor	
Six	days	to	honor	veterans	
Hospice	of	Texarkana	honors	area	veterans	
Veterans	Day	lunch	held	in	Columbia	County	
Bell	County	group	honoring	local	veterans	in	hospice	care	
“I	feel	respected”—Veterans	in	Mt.	Vernon	receive	Quilts	of	Valor	
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Houseless	veterans	who	felt	forgotten	get	recognized,	thanked	for	their	service	at	
Oahu	shelter	
AMVETS	donates	flagpole	to	Hospice	of	Lake	Cumberland	
Community	comes	together	to	host	veterans-appreciation	event	
Peoples	Hospice	and	Palliative	Care	honors	local	veterans	from	Northwest	Florida	
assisted	living	facilities	
Agencies	honor	veterans	in	Ottawa	County	
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Bridgeport	(West	Virginia)	Girl	Scout	‘went	above	and	beyond’	during	Gold	Award	
service	project	
Las	Vegas	Super	Bowl	Host	Committee	plants	new	trees	at	Nathan	Adelson	Hospice	
Perry	County	student	collecting	donations	for	hospice	
Scotland	Regional	Hospice	partners	with	Pembroke	Elementary	students	to	‘deliver’	
kindness	
Community	volunteers	deliver	Thanksgiving	meals	to	families	in	need	across	
Brevard	County	
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Judge	considers	where	critically	ill	baby	should	receive	‘end	of	life’	care	
Parents	of	a	terminally	ill	baby	lose	UK	legal	battle	to	bring	her	home	
UK	court	rejects	appeal	over	where	critically	ill	baby’s	treatment	ends	
Indi	Gregory,	sick	baby	at	center	of	legal	battle	in	Britain,	dies	
Indi	Gregory—Life-support	withdrawn	from	critically	ill	baby	
Britain’s	NHS	Let	Indi	Gregory	to	Die	
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Report—Medicare	Advantage	plans	cost	more,	provide	less	
Medicare’s	end-of-life	model	offers	promise	for	care,	savings,	study	finds	
Health	Equity	a	Driver	in	New	CMS	Payment	Models	
How	CMS’	Goal	To	Enroll	All	Medicare	Beneficiaries	In	ACOs	Could	Impact	Home-
Based	Care	Providers	
Caregiver	Support	a	‘Significant’	Priority	in	CMMI	Models,	VBID	
Medicare	Advantage	rates	stressing	out	home	health	providers	
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MA	home	health	beneficiaries	twice	as	likely	to	face	barriers	to	care,	report	finds	
Medicare	Advantage	Patients	Attempting	To	Utilize	Home	Health	Care	Are	Hitting	
More	Roadblocks	
MedPAC	to	study	hospice	use	among	ESRD	patients,	other	hot-button	topics	
Humana’s	Plans	For	Value-Based	Care,	Home	Health	M&A	
Medicare	Making	Fewer	Improper	Payments	to	Hospices	
‘Long-Term	Business	Viability’	a	Top	Driver	of	Hospice	VBID	Participation	
Medicare	Advantage	benefits	hospice	and	home	care	patients	
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Texas	health	system	lays	off	288	workers	
Assault,	suicide	risk,	wrong-side	surgeries.	Madera	hospital	endangered	patients,	
state	says	
Major	ratings	agency	downgrades	Oregon	health	system’s	debt	on	weaker	earnings	
Fairview	Health	to	cut	250	positions	
Illinois	system	implements	voluntary	separations	
Rural	hospitals	in	crisis	mode	
Tenn.	Attorney	General	urges	look	at	Ballad	Health	amid	community	concerns	over	
monopoly	deal	
Providers,	beware.	HCA	is	coming	for	your	market	share.	
For-profit	hospital	operators	strained	by	physician	fees,	payer	relations	in	Q3	
Survey—Minnesota	hospitals	report	hefty	financial	losses	
Temple	Health	posts	$37.5M	quarterly	loss;	CEO	outlines	expansion	plans	
CommonSpirit	kicks	off	2024	fiscal	year	with	$738M	loss	
Harford	Memorial	Hospital	closing	set	for	Feb.	6,	the	same	day	a	medical	center	in	
Aberdeen	and	pavilion	in	Bel	Air	open	
Newly	unsealed	court	filing	details	debt	at	two	hospitals	in	state	
California	hospital	lays	off	staff,	including	executives	
Intermountain’s	net	income	drops	to	$912M	
Fairview	not	renewing	University	of	Minnesota	contract	
Lion	Star	files	for	bankruptcy	
UPMC	operating	loss	grows	to	$176M	
Advocate	Health	slows	growth	in	Q3	
Sutter	Health	reports	$98	million	loss	in	third	quarter	
Tower	Health’s	audited	financials	show	larger	2023	operating	loss	than	initially	
reported,	topping	$192M	
Community	Health	Systems	seeks	growth	through	acquisitions	
Hospital	margins	hold	steady	in	October	
Losses	continue	at	struggling	Independence	Health	System	
Nurses	weigh	in	on	proposed	Tenet	lease	for	Desert	Regional;	special	meeting	date	
set	
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Hospice	of	Southern	West	Virginia	hosts	a	legislative	reception	
	
	
	
PHYSICIAN	&	NURSING	NEWS	(17)	
Direct	care	doesn’t	hold	nursing	students’	interest-	survey	
Nurses	hit	Capitol	Hill	to	plead	for	aid	on	staffing,	violence	
HCA	Healthcare	expands	academic	partnership	to	boost	staffing	pipeline	
How	I	found	purpose	in	hospice	nursing	
Subsidizing	doctor	travel	would	aid	rural	health	care	access,	study	shows	
Nursing	schools	turning	away	qualified	applicants	in	part	because	of	instructor	
shortage	on	Long	Island,	in	U.S.	
A	quarter	of	US	medical	students	consider	quitting	school	and	most	may	not	treat	
patients—new	survey	
Hospitals,	nurses	split	on	proposed	law	to	address	staffing	shortage	
Program	to	get	doctors	to	high-need	areas	falling	short,	study	says	
In	rural	Virginia,	communities	struggle	to	find	enough	health	care	workers	
Why	do	nurses	suffer	from	burnout?	Forced	overtime,	understaffing	and	workplace	
violence.	
The	‘doctor	of	nursing	practice’	will	see	you	now	
Adventist	HealthCare,	Montgomery	College	strike	deal	to	bring	350	nurses	into	
workforce	pipeline	
The	Big	#MeToo	Moment	for	Doctors	Is	Finally	Here	
Where	are	all	the	nurses?	Hospitals,	advocates	disagree	on	crisis	
Charter	school	offering	free	nursing	courses	for	high	school	students	up	and	running	
Three	face	trial	on	charges	of	selling	fake	nursing	school	diplomas	in	South	Florida	
	
	
	
FRAUD	&	ABUSE	NEWS	(6)	
Head	of	collapsed	Skyline	empire	gets	another	reprieve	in	federal	court	
Jury	Convicts	Hospice	Owner	for	Defrauding	Medicare	
DOJ	Reopening	Medicare	Fraud	Case	Against	Philip	Esformes—Nursing	Home	Mogul	
Pardoned	by	Trump	
Former	Canon	Healthcare	Owner	Convicted	for	$47	Million	in	Hospice	Fraud	
Hospice	Company	Owner	Sentenced	
A	deal	is	in	the	works	for	Miami	healthcare	exec	whose	prison	term	was	commuted	
by	Trump	
	
	
	
LONG-TERM	CARE	&	ASSISTED	LIVING	&	SENIOR	LIVING	NEWS	(55)	
Virginia	nursing	homes	say	they’re	limiting	admissions	due	to	a	lack	of	staff	
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A	‘Strong	Signal’—Moving	Forward	Coalition	Weighs	in	on	Nursing	Homes	Staffing	
Proposal,	Future	Action	Plans	
Unfunded	mandate	leaves	staffing	‘puzzle’	unsolved—researchers	
Nebraska,	Iowa	and	13	other	states	pen	letter	against	federal	nursing	home	staffing	
proposal	
Former	CMS	chief	Verma—Regulators	‘over	their	skis’	with	staffing	mandate	
Nursing	Home	Construction	Dwindles	As	Operators	Downsize—But	a	Lack	of	
Medicaid	Beds	is	Most	Concerning	
Preparing	assisted	living	workers	for	resident	death	can	improve	job	satisfaction,	
end-of-life	care—study	
Iowa	care	facilities	cited	for	staff	shortages	amid	national	debate	on	mandates	
Nursing	home	association	sues	state	over	new	staffing	mandates	
Pennsylvania’s	nursing	home	crisis	is	rapidly	worsening,	new	report	shows	
Minimum	staff	proposal	will	fail,	provider	groups	warn	CMS	
Staffing	mandate	would	smother	nursing	homes	
Head	of	collapsed	Skyline	empire	gets	another	reprieve	in	federal	court	
Proposed	nursing	home	staffing	mandate	would	hurt	senior	living	providers	‘fishing	
from	the	same	pool’	of	workers	
Brookdale	Senior	Living	CEO—We’ll	Continue	‘Leaning	In’	to	Health	Care	Programs	
Nursing	home	association	warns	feds	that	staffing	proposal	is	unattainable	
AG	Nessel	Joins	Letter	Urging	Federal	Government	to	Implement	Stronger	Minimum	
Staffing	Standards	
Hope	Isn’t	a	Strategy—Inside	the	Fight	for	Survival	of	One	Rural	Nursing	Home	
AG	Rhodes	CEO—Bad	Policies	Driven	by	Politics	Hurt	Person-Centered	Care	in	
Nursing	Homes	
Majority	of	Nursing	Home	Workers	Behind	on	Flu,	Covid	Vaccinations	
After	resident	found	dead	outside	front	door,	Michigan	senior	facility	could	face	
closure	
Americans	underestimate	need	to	save	for	long-term	care	
Senior	living	occupancy	continues	to	be	uneven,	with	assisted	living	leading	recovery	
‘Deeply	Flawed’—LPNs	Speak	Out	On	Their	Exclusion	from	Nursing	Home	Staffing	
Proposal	
Hearts	and	Hands	on	the	Line—The	Case	for	Federal	Staffing	Standards	in	Long-Term	
Care	
Bed	bugs,	lack	of	hot	water,	sexual	assault	lead	to	emergency	licensue	suspension	for	
assisted	living	community	
Sonida	Senior	Living	Gains	Momentum	as	Occupancy,	Margins	Improve	
Sonida	Senior	Living,	Inc.	Announces	Third	Quarter	2023	Results	
U.S.	News	Ranking	Exposes	Critical	Staffing	Shortages	at	Nursing	Homes,	With	Only	
5%	Meeting	CMS	Proposal’s	Requirements	
Report—Veterans’	end-of-life	care	worse	at	VA	living	centers	vs	nursing	homes	
Care	facility	tied	to	alleged	fraudster	cited	for	62	violations,	including	case	of	
gangrene	
CMS	toughens	nursing	home	ownership	disclosures	in	final	rule	
Bankruptcy	filings	trend	up,	with	long-term	care	still	showing	‘substantial	distress’	
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Brookdale	CEO—HealthPlus,	Other	Efforts	Have	Laid	Foundation	for	‘Great	Year’	in	
2024	
‘Only	the	Beginning’—Staffing	Mandate	Assessments	May	Push	Operators	to	the	
Brink	
The	nursing	home	sector	is	facing	a	host	of	challenges.	A	new	Mass.	bill	aims	to	help	
ease	them.	
Lutheran	closing	nursing	home	in	Jamestown,	citing	occupancy	and	financial	
struggles	
Pandemic	lockdowns	had	‘profound’	effect	on	senior	living	residents’	families—
study	
Fighting	the	Market	Not	a	Winning	Strategy—United	Church	Homes	CEO	on	the	
Future	of	Managed	Care	
Extra	Fees	Drive	Assisted	Living	Profits	
Nursing	home	care	continues	to	outpace	most	categories	of	national	health	
spending—Altarum	
Nursing	homes	specializing	in	post-acute	care	deliver	better	outcomes,	but	at	a	
cost—study	
A	Place	for	Mom,	USAA	Partner	Up	
Why	Long-Term	Care	Insurance	Falls	Short	for	So	Many	
Americans	would	have	difficulty	paying	for	a	year	of	long-term	care—survey	
Skilled	Nursing	Industry’s	Recovery	Advances	Despite	Labor	Challenges,	High	
Interest	Rates	
When	the	Neighbors	Are	All	Older,	Too	
Despite	Sharp	Rent	Hikes,	Senior	Living	Communities	Become	More	Affordable	than	
Other	Residential	Options	
Two-thirds	of	those	50+	anxious	about	assisted	living	affordability—survey	
‘Compassion’	fund	helps	residents	continue	to	‘age	well,	live	fully’	
‘Not	a	viable	industry	in	any	way’—Nursing	home	operators	raise	alarm	
Who	Really	Owns	Nursing	Homes,	And	How	The	Feds	Are	About	To	Learn	More	
Life	Plan	Occupancy	Exceeds	90%,	Outpacing	Wider	Senior	Living	Industry	
Fired	after	helping	a	resident	call	911,	nursing	home	worker	sues	care	facility	
Legislation	to	Block	CMS’	Nursing	Home	Staffing	Mandate	Gaining	Steam	Among	
Senators	
‘Operating	Pressures	Are	Very	Intense’—Ohio	Living	CEO	on	Skilled	Nursing	Strategy	
and	Mega-Trends	
	
	
	
HOME	HEALTH	&	PRIVATE	DUTY	NEWS	(17)	
Senators	Call	On	President	Biden	To	Help	Protect	Home	Health	Benefit	
CMS	scraps	home	health	Medicare	pay	cut,	offers	minor	increase	
CVS	beats	expectations	in	Q3,	but	high	costs	weigh	on	profit	outlook	
Help	at	Home	report	reveals	strategies	to	elevate	recruitment,	retention	rates	
Home	health	salary	survey	reveals	lower	turnover,	widespread	sign-on	bonuses	for	
RNs	
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BMA	urges	MA	plans	to	improve	in-home	health	risk	assessments	
Industry	still	in	shock	following	release	of	home	health	final	rule	
How	Best	Buy,	Mass	General	Brigham	are	advancing	at-home	care	
Where	Providers	Have	Leverage	In	Negotiations	With	Medicare	Advantage	Plans	
Covenant	Woods	shuttering	in-home	care	subsidiary	Advance	Care	
Home	health	providers	seek	to	protect	workers	from	violence	
Operating	Conditions	Worsen	As	CMS	Continues	To	Gaslight	Home	Health	Providers	
Eldercare	Startup	Papa	Slated	to	Lose	Dozens	More	Customers	
Home	Health	Industry	Unscathed	In	Latest	CMS	Improper	Payments	Report	
The	Number	Of	Active,	Quality	Home	Health	Agencies	Continues	To	Dip	
MA	can	help	home	care	providers	expand	their	reach,	experts	say	
Report—Home	Health	Sector	Improving	Turnover	Rate,	Continues	Increasing	
Compensation	
	
	
	
PACE	NEWS	(4)	
InnovAge	Announces	Financial	Results	For	The	Fiscal	First	Quarter	Ended	September	
30,	2023	
Innercare	Inks	$36M	Loan	Agreement	to	Build	PACE	Center	
InnovAge	still	shaking	off	weight	of	sanctions	as	firm	posts	loss	in	fiscal	Q1	
Los	Angeles	Jewish	Health	Celebrates	Opening	of	Brandman	Centers	for	Senior	Care	
PACE	Program	
	
	
	
ELDER	CARE	AND	AGING	NEWS	(5)	
Older	adults	want	to	‘age	in	place,’	but	their	options	are	limited	in	most	states	
Lack	of	visits	from	family,	friends	linked	to	higher	risk	for	dying	
Facing	Financial	Ruin	as	Costs	Soar	for	Elder	Care	
Think	you’re	prepared	to	care	for	an	aging	parent?	Think	again.	
Elder	care	is	a	problem	growing	more	urgent	by	the	day	
	
	
	
CAREGIVER	NEWS	(9)	
Report	reveals	minorities’	LTSS	access	barriers,	reliance	on	family	caregivers	
Caring	for	aging	parents	doesn't	have	to	be	this	hard	
Caregiving	comes	with	lower	death	risk,	higher	financial	costs	
The	Only	People	Who	Understand	What	a	Caregiver	Goes	Through	
Caregiver	support	programs’	long-term	success	depends	on	data,	experts	say	
How	Rosalynn	Carter’s	Focus	on	Caregivers	Fit	into	the	Broader	Theme	of	Her	
‘Enduring’	Mental	Health	Activism	
Pain	limits	family	caregivers’	daily	activities	
How	family	caregivers	navigate	extra	costs	of	tending	to	loved	ones	
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Untrained,	isolated	caregivers	present	openings	for	home	care	provider	intervention	
	
	
	
PHARMACY	&	MEDICATION	NEWS	(13)	
Inside	the	movement	to	legalize	magic	mushrooms	in	Massachusetts	
Psychedelic	mushroom	interest	grows	in	Utah	with	center	opening	in	Provo	
Can	magic	mushrooms	help	patients	dying	in	hospice	care?	
Under	new	CEO,	Walgreens	prepares	for	267	corporate	layoffs	
How	pharmacy	deserts	are	putting	the	health	of	Black	and	Latino	Americans	at	risk	
Despite	Newsom	veto,	California	can	lead	on	psychedelics	policy	
CVS	pharmacists	are	at	a	breaking	point,	imperiling	company’s	reinvention	plans	
As	Americans	accept	marijuana,	use	of	LSD	and	other	psychedelic	drugs	as	medicine	
could	also	grow	
Psychedelic	research	blooms	in	Wisconsin	
Va.	pharmacies	say	low	reimbursement	rates	keep	them	struggling	to	stay	afloat	
The	U.S.	pharmacy	industry	is	crumbling.	Here’s	how	to	fix	it.	
Oregon’s	legal	psilocybin	clinics	draw	hundreds—mostly	from	out	of	state	
Lawmakers	put	off	consideration	of	psilocybin	bill	until	new	year	
	
	
	
PAIN	MANAGEMENT	NEWS	(2)	
Mind-altering	ketamine	becomes	latest	pain	treatment,	despite	little	research	or	
regulation	
Myths	about	morphine	in	hospice	care	
	
	
	
MEDICAL	MARIJUANA	NEWS	(3)	
Marijuana	Use	Could	Raise	Odds	for	Heart	Attack,	Heart	Failure	
Advocates	hope	voters	make	Nebraska	48th	state	to	approve	medical	cannabis	
Why	Some	Seniors	Are	Choosing	Pot	Over	Pills	
	
	
	
HIPAA	&	EHR	NEWS	(3)	
Cook	County	Health	warns	of	data	breach	for	1.2	million	patients	at	medical	
transportation	firm	
PJ&A	data	breach	exposed	info	of	up	to	3.9	million	Northwell	Health	patients	
Sutter	Health	announces	ransomware	attack	that	exposed	personal	information	of	
patients	
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IT,	CYBERATTACK	&	RANSOMWARE	NEWS	(5)	
New	York	proposes	regs	to	tighten	cybersecurity	at	hospitals	
Four	days	in,	cyber	attack	continues	to	impact	Tri-City	Medical	Center	in	Oceanside	
New	York’s	hospital	cybersecurity	rules	could	spur	similar	mandates	
2	N.J.	hospitals	hit	with	cybersecurity	issue	affecting	ERs	across	country	
Thanksgiving	outages	at	hospitals	caused	by	ransomware	
	
	
	
VIRTUAL	REALITY	NEWS	(1)	
New	VR	training	model	helps	teach	palliative	caregivers	‘Jolly	Good’	communication	
skills	
	
	
	
TELEHEALTH	NEWS	(1)	
Auburn	University	receives	grant	to	expand	telehealth	access	to	rural	Alabama	
	
	
	
LABOR	&	EMPLOYMENT	NEWS	(25)	
750	Crozer	Health	nurses	and	health	care	workers	ratify	one-year	contract	
extensions	
New	CDC	campaign	asks	health	care	leaders	to	take	responsibility	for	reducing	
burnout	
Proposed	California	Bill	Aims	For	$25	Health	Care	Worker	Minimum	Wage	
Home	health	salary	survey	reveals	lower	turnover,	widespread	sign-on	bonuses	for	
RNs	
BMA	urges	MA	plans	to	improve	in-home	health	risk	assessments	
Nurses	at	Ascension	hospital	vote	to	unionize	
Providence	hospital	nurses	set	to	strike	
California’s	historic	health	care	minimum	wage	law	has	steep	price	tag	
Kaiser	Permanente	workers	approve	contract,	secure	big	wins	
Labor	Department	targets	facilities	in	Southeast	for	wage	violations	
Providence	Everett	nurses	begin	5-day	strike	
Joliet	nurses	will	strike	again,	Ascension	St.	Joseph	union	tells	management	
Nurses	at	Los	Robles	hospital	in	Thousand	Oaks	announce	5	-day	strike	beginning	
Wednesday	
The	First	90	Days—What	Amedisys,	Bayada	Have	Changed	To	Retain	New	Hires	
Occupational	injuries,	illnesses	increase	7	percent	year	over	year—BLS	
Ascension	St.	Joseph	hospital	nurses	begin	strike	
HCA	workers	strike	at	three	hospitals	in	California	
Union	nurses	at	St.	Francis,	St.	Joseph	will	strike	against	‘unsafe	
conditions’	
After	management	face-off,	Ascension	nurses	plan	more	strikes	
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Nurses	at	North	Jersey	nursing	home	seek	to	unionize,	saying	they	face	low	staffing	
Lane	County	nurses	plan	picket	and	rally	outside	PeaceHealth	
Health-care	worker	shortage	hitting	Kentucky	‘especially	hard,’	says	hospital	
association	exec	
Mass	General	Brigham	hospital	workers	to	receive	average	21%	raises	
Third	class	of	MA-Cs	graduates	from	industry-sponsored	program	
Lawmaker	proposes	funds	for	Tampa	General	Hospital	to	build	employee	
apartments	
	
	
	
MISC.	HEALTHCARE	BUSINESS	NEWS	(1)	
Healthcare	bankruptcies	are	rising.	Here	are	five	major	filings	so	far	in	2023.	
	
	
GOVERNANCE/TRANSPARENCY/NON-PROFIT	STATUS/EXEC	COMP	NEWS	(5)	
Nonprofit	hospitals	must	live	up	to	their	end	of	the	bargain	
Most	Arizona	hospital	CEOs	got	raises,	made	millions,	during	pandemic,	IRS	filings	
say	
Moody’s—Nonprofit	hospitals’	financial	outlook	upgraded	for	2024	
PeaceHealth	will	pay	up	to	$13.4M	to	settle	charity	care	probe	
As	hospital	expenses	rise,	charity	care	spending	falls	
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